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Summary

Thispubl i cation provides an overview of Car
histwo sons during WWII. They are presented in three separate sections.

*Private First-ClassCarl Dahinwas wounded during the MfnBat
experiences are based upon a kamiten diary from his enlistment to discharge.

*Sargent Richard Dahlin was a military cartoonist withthe 1A i r bor ne #fAScr ez
Eagleso. His European adventures dsre supp
* First Lieutenant Gordon Dahlin served in the Philippines and was a fliahd witness of
Japanese General Yamashitads surrender. H
WWI'l. Gordonds tale is backed by tape rec:
All three sections provide historical background and include period photos, drawings and
documents to support the story lindhis is a revisiono onepreviously published in 2018
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SECTI @M fEahlih and World War 1

Preface: Carl Dahlin was wounded Octob£1918 during the WWMeuse-
ArgonneOf f ensi ve. This event 1is recorgdg
Americans are buried at this meticulously maintained American cemetery nea
battle si-Daybhaemeher fiDi niskNmvnasandy
AAmer i cabds F orbgdygoestme, wBexetad the &ormandy site is
always busy.

This section provides an oV e whkeredev
servedn the 77" Division as a machine gunneridtbacked with a handvritten
diary that follows his enlistment iFebruary27,1918 to his dischargen May 9,
1919. I

Because this event happened more than 100 years ago a brief overview of WW] is included for those
unfamiliar with its historyFurther, periogphotos and drawings are added to help enforce thelstery

World War 1 was truly a worldwide war. Over 100 countries
from Africa, America, Asia, Australia and Europe were part of the
conflict. However, since this
experiences in that war, focus is aboutekiman involvement in
France known as .Théver thiaMéstedfremn n
August 1914 to the November 11, 1918 [Armistice Day] killed mo
than 9 million soldiers, sailors and flyers and another 5 million
civilians. It was the first war to userpianes, tanks, long range
artillery, submarines and poison gas. It left at least 7 million men
permanently disabled. The United States did not enter the war un
1917 Photo is of Americans ithe Argonne Battle .

On August 4, 1914, Germany marchetb neutral Belgium as
the first step in an attack d¢imance. By the end of August, the
Germans were hammering approaches to Paris. However, A
resistance stiffened and pushed the Germans back. The
firepower of machine guns and field guns was so great that
could stand up against it. Like moles, soldleegan to seek
safety underground. By October, the exhausted armies dug |
trenches across northern France stretching nearly 600 miles
Belgium to Switzerland. By November, the war of movement
had ended and a war of attrition had begun. For three and o
half years, until March 1917, the advance and retezaty
reached ten miles in either directidtiap of the Western Front
in 1914 is shown. Solid red line shows battle front; dotted line
shows farthest German advance. '

Between German and Allied lise was an ar e alf~""
Manés Landodo. The area, whic
crisscrossed with tangles of barb wire and pocked with shell e
holes. Nothing grew there. It was a dangerous place tobe L = o = SRR & S —
caught, because it was always swept by gunfi@ldinds. At night both sides patrolled the area with small
detachments to measure wire and to detect enemy movement. Just before the break of dawn, soldiers waite
the edge of the trench for the si gyhadlltogoaan attacdko ov e
knowing that they had only a small chance of coming back alive.




Americabds I nitial Reaction to WW1

As the war erupted iBurope, Presidewoodrow Wilson formally proclaimed neutrality of the United States.
This was a positio that a vast majority of Americans favored at the time. Further, American leaders decided it
wasin the national interest to continue trade with all sides as before. A neutral catioot imposan
embargo on one side and continue to trade with andineat Briton had a different approach; their strategy
was to impos@blockade on Germanyhe results bthe blockade werastonishing. Tradeith England and
France tripled while trade with Germany was cut by ninety perGamtnany, in response, annaed during
February 1915 unrestricted warfare against all ships that entered thengaaroundBriton.

ThelLusitaniaCrisisand Americads Entry into WV

The Lusitania, launched in 1906 in Scotland |, T Eungby, Sweden
was a magnificent floating palace and the fastg Jopenhagen, Dermarx
vessel on the seas. [The Titanic was built basq ;" "1-1, e
upon the financial success of the Lusitania ang#* = sembamimamesas ' '
her sister ship.] Carl Dahlins ¢ i t i z e rfiasi Do e
show hdeft Copenhagen Denmark aboard the| =" " e m e e e
Lusitania arriving in New York on November —_— —_—
11,1910. It can be certain he was not sailing first class. Eight years later to the day he would be in the
battlefields of France, <cel ebr ditei ng with other A

The Lusitania was a focal p o [t r—femeee—e—r——gl § g |
on May 9 1915she was torpedoed by a German submarine off thej
southern coast of Ireland. The ship sank in less than 20 minutes
the loss of 1198 persons including 128 Amergcarhe Germans
asserted that the ship was carrying munitions for the allies since {
was hit with a single torpedo that resulted in a tremendous explos
[ Later research proved this to be true] Further, that the Americanf

that appeared in American morning newspapers on the day the sff
sailed from New York City.

Popul ar feeling against the hi ¢
United States because of the Lusitania disaster, ampssentiment
devel oped for declaring war on Germany. Ameri can

President Wilson chose a diplomatic course, however, and sent the Germags
three successive notes, demanding that Germany disavow khreysand make
reparations. Germany refused to accept responsibility for the tragedy but d
agree to make reparations and to sink no more passenger liners without

warning. The reluctant German retreat, however, was based upon military
decisions and politenot the fear of American reprisal. The German navy ha
only begun to step up production ofddats and it would take months to
produce sufficient numbers that would pose a serious threat to Allied lifeling

For the time beingAmericans could feehat their country had safely
negotiated a perilous path. However, @érman feeling continued to grow
with increased demands for military preparedness and direct confrontation
Germany. Stories circulated in the American press about the atrocities of
Ger manoébs, which held Kaiser Wi lhelm I 1, Emperor
included statements that the Germans cut off the hands of young boys and attacked women. They even said
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the Germans boiled children in water &t @il for their machines! The New YoHkerald ran a story under the
headline: TOURIST SAW SOLDIER WITH A BAGFUL OF EARS. Those who believed that a showdown
with Germany was inevitable castigated the Wilson administration for their lack of courage.

After promising to stop its unrestricted submarine warfare, Germany began it again in January 1917. All
shipping to the Atlantic war zone would be sunk on site, Germany said. In March 1917, German submarines
sank three American ships. War fever heigatethroughout the United States. People marched in preparedness
parades across the country carrying banners that

Finaly, on April 2,1917 President Wilson called for a special =m0 RACOSE HER 2
session of Congress. He declared to Congridsspresent SRR BHALD EXTRA
German submarine warfare is a war against mankind. Itisa [INTERNED GERMAN

war against all nationsé. We| BOATS SEIZED BYU.S.|s ¢
are gladébo fhghtukti matEepe ST S > T W '
world must be safe for democracyilson asked Congress to \&: o U. 5. AT WAR!

"""""""

declare war on Germany in the midnight hours of April 5 to I",f-;-,‘,-,j;’l‘:,
6,1917. Soon after he received approval from Congress, Wil el

proclaimedthat a State of war estis between the United States
and the Imperial German Government

Shortly bond drive posters, such as the Hun with blood dripping from his
bayonet, were everywhere persuading citizens to contribute to the war effortl|
Film stars such as Charlie Chaplifetl to outdo themselves in selling war bong{[ ; 4!
at public rallies. Girl Scouts collected peach pits to be burned and made intg||
charcoal for gas masks. Boy Scouts collected scrap metal. Volunteer '
organizations swarmed about training camps, handing out nefeeds and
putting on church services, shows and dances

A great propaganda campaign, newspapers, books, posters and films all

promoted the war effort and attack Bi l
turned their backs on anything German. Hamburgers @ me fi Sal i s 0
Sauerkraut became fALiIi berty Cabbage furt

Note Margaret [Dean] DahlinMother, Minnie [Sickel ] Dean was brought up
thinking she was fAPennsylvania Dutcho; she T ater foul
linage because of AniGerman attitudes during WWL1 . Her ancestagtually links to Germany;with two relatives

serving in the AmericarRevolution

= = — Americans prepared to send tons of food, ammunition and supplies to Europe. In
Sow the seeds VICloDy!lll order to support the people in warn Europe, The U.S. Food Administration

lant ¢ .
Faise 3 waged a campaign that encouraged wheatless and meatless days and to have

your own . .
Vegetables §7 people raise their own veigdles
- . Patriotism andnti-Germarfeeling continued throughout the war. A good sense
of this mood is a condensation of an article in the Jamestown newspaper the day
Carl Dahlin and his fellow Swedes went to war. This condensed articleFage
38
The United States possessed a powerful navy in 1917 but almost no army. The
Government put on a major recruitment effbiayvever they decided that the
American Expeditionary Force [AEF] would be composed mainly of draftees.
Many American were eager to serwWery few of them had ever been outside the
Uni ted States. But now, after Uncl e
opportunity to visit France. Howevdew had an idea what horrors they would be
No Mands Lando of France.

facing in thetrenches ané
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Americans Overseas

The doughboys went to France withthusiasm and
overwhelming backing from the American public. This war, fro
an American perspective, was unlike most national conflicts sing
did not seek any territorial gains. Instead, the United States goal
was: @A The War t owasgednaaddreatwa
crusade and its warriors must have knightly virtues.

The leader of this crusade was the Commander in Chief,
President Wilson, son of a Presbyterian minister and the past
president of Princeton College. He and his staff were krfown
their very conservative moral views. Those in charge insisted
the new army be protected from the evils of whiskey and pain {5
women.

Because of this philosophy a rigid program was instituted to control vener
disease. Independent of thenalayoals, this program had a significant practical
value. The leading cause of disability during the war was the great influenza
epidemic of 19181919. In second place, far ahead of battle wounds and inj
were venereal diseases. A curious resptmseis approach was the attitude of t
French. I n February 1918, the Fren
Pershing [AEF Commander] criticizing the American policy of placing brothel§
off limits as repressive and suggesting an alternative. Tmelfrgovernment
would provide licensed brothels. Seeing this letter, Secretary of War Baker tg
his aid Raymond Fosdick. A For God
President or hPrésidént\ilsooagirighthe war . 0

Ray m

The consequeres of the rushed military buildup were significant. Numerous frightening taikgrained
andill -equippedAmerican soldiers emerged during thar. Several of these are reflectedaigoung Swedé
diary that mentions lack of food on several occasimd his frustrating
commentfi Here we are 20 miles from the frontle and we have
gu [Seel9] Another example, although not very dramatic, reflects the shorf
supply of clothing. The winter of 1917918 was the most severe of the wat anjf|
snow was unusually heavy in Eastern France. Partial relief was found in the|ji
of British tunics, which, while they resembled the American issue had Britis
buttons. This so incensed the IHgtmericans there, who were fiercely anti
British, that thg set about burning them. The quick intervention of an4rish
American priest and the emergency supply of buttons with the American eagj

such as the ones pictured fr&@arilDa hl i ndéds jacket cal e d

When the Americans arrived in1918, they also found that the smells and sights of the battlefield were enougt
destroy illusions of glory. Poison gas saturated the puddles of putrid water of the combat zone. The bloated
corpses of men and animals drewutls of black flies. Body parts poked out of shell holes and newly dug

trenches. The |l ice that the men referred to as i
companion and a particular source of agony was trench foot. Men stamdlirmge for days and nights lost all
sense of feeling in their feet. Their feet Dbegan

touched by red hot pokers

The Jamestown Swedes and the ¥Division Chapter Fouabout WWIlo f M. Lor i mer Moesd
Fromthe HillsA Hi st ory of t he Swe drerdon Historichl&?ubkcatibnpemtioes P a g e
Private Edward Eckberg who was the first Jamestown draftee to be killed in.@dtencontinuesfi Hwas




oneof the contingent of 125 men [that included Carl Dahlin] honored at a civic banquet at the Eagleé Temple
February 27,1918 before they left for Camp Upton Long Island assigned as a body td"th&a80iBie Gun
Battalion 7"Di vi si oné. . Hewedeatd Jamastoven fie yearsbefBre he was drafted.
Eckbergds mother and five other br ot3®eedamestsviniNY | I
newspaper article dated February 2¥918about the banquebn Page38

The fame of the 776 St at ue of Li berty o6 Divisio
Pacific during WWII. Organized at Camp Upton Long Island on Augusi257it
was a unit of 27,000 men almost entirely from New York Qttwas heavily made up ¢ (3
of immigrants boasting 50 riahalities and 43 languagds.n Car | Dahl if : Pk, he
was a Swedish immigrant who previously served in the Swedish Navy and spotte} i
tattoo of the Swedish crown that covered his chagproximately 3000 came from
upstate that included the 125 men frdamestown, NY The 77" Division patch
shown is from the | eft shoulder of

The 77" Division was the firshmerican divisioncomposed oflraftees to arriven |
Franceduring WW1 They wereraw, untrained civilians not familiar with the custom§.
and regulations of military servic€hisis in contrast to the other two majdivision
types consisting of the Regular Army aXdtional Guard Divisions.

The 77" Division gained its greatesarie in the Mues@rgonne Offensive. Official records show that no
other American Division advanced closer to the German frontier than thé\#7the end of this campaign the
Division counted 2,375 men killed or reported missing and 7,302 wounded.

Thempster shown was an advertisemen
the 7"Di vi si ondo. Mars, The God of War
ArgonneThe original drawing s howpersanal

copy.

The Lost Battalion Perhaps the most celebrated incident of the American

participation in WWI was the Lost Battalion. It was headline news at the time
is a highlight of almost any book regarding the Americans in WWI. Even as le
as 2002 it was an exciting eugh story to be made into a movie starring, forme
child star, Ricky Schroeder as Major Charles Whittlesey the commander of th
battalion who received the Congressional Medal of Honor.

. . . : e (onquerors
In the final phases of the Meus&rgonne Offensive General Pershing R STt e Siined

1§ ne
Ul iehed
sen

ordered the 77 Division, to push ahead without regard of losses and without
regard to the exposewnditions.

On October 2,1918 Whittlesley, in charge of a contingent of &fifumen that included members of the 806
Machine Gun Battalion, pushed ahead in fog and light rain and were cut off and surr@etdgidwithout
food and suffering heavy losses tBattalionrepulsed repeated German atta€hs.
October 'the Germad's sent a note to surrender
replied, f Colrhaeeveningthe grackle ofirsusketry and theatof
machine guns fell on thears of the beleaguered men. It was the brother Americans
of the 77" Division. On the rorning of the October'8252 sick and wounded
survivorsout of 679 that entered the batilepedto safety.
e 45 Note Battle details were abstracted form the History of th& Dwision pages
199 to 206. Carl Dahlin was wounded Oatob, 2018 so it can be assumed he
was part of the rescue operation

During WWI, carrier pigeons were used to relay messages back to headquarters. The Lost Battalion was do
to one pigeorthatflew into the smoke of the battle. Despite losing a¥féger Amb made it to headquarters
resulting in alliedsupport. Cher Ami was credited withelpsaving the battalion and is n@mshrinedat the
Smithsonian InstitutdDdu r i ng t he 19 ZiBan scimodichildrerBrécégaizedhareasar hero.




Carl Dahlin During World War 1

Carl Dahlin shared very little about his experiences during ViBA8ically,he was a quiet man, but this
lack of responseaccording to many historians and sociologists, is quite typical because many méwdntno
to recall the horrors of their wartime experiences. Contrariwise, some men find relief talking or writing about
their experiences. What is known is he servdtiiee major American battles including the final Meuse
Argonne Offensive. It is important to understand the scope of M&rgenne, 26,000 Americans lost their
lives. More Americans are buried there than at
Normandy.

His military records show thd#e was wounded 4
October 4,1918luring the Argonne battl&hese .
records show shrapnel woundshis right wrist and
arm, his left leg and ear and that he was gassed.

He left only three small examples of his experienced ;
during the warHis first wasthatwhen attacking under J§
intense fire he would run from one shell crater to &
another with the understanding that a shell would noless
hit the same place twice. [Statistically this is false buiss
can be assumed that it was a common understandingfes
Second, héalkedabout a young soldier hiding behind a
tree and praying during battle. When thieturnedhe was deadCarl and his other comrades assumed he had
died of fright because there wasndét a mar k ioon hi
loss, he was able to pass along some information on his ear wtisrsthnGordon recallecCarl remembering
waking up in the field hospital with blood on his pillow areldid not know shrapnel hit him below his ear.
Thanks to the perseverance®f & Wifé Gracewith evidence that the shrapnel was still in place and
supported by some militangcordconfirmation he was able to receive a small pension for that wound.

= = , Carl Dahlinemigrated from Sweden in 1910.M@s inducted
into the Army atzlamestown, New York on February, 218
His discharge record showed him toSs#ot 7¥2inches tall,
which by some historical publications, was the exact height of
the average recruit
in WWI. He was

— thirty years old
whenheregistered for the draft ih917.However he lied his age as
27. When laterasked byfamily members about thike saichedid
not want to be t h eDrdit@deddiringNad\Wi1o
was 18 td0, so this maylso have beenfactor.[This fact was
never discovered untiihs 6 06 s wh e,mequirédbecauset
of astroke,was verified from a Swedish Birth Certificate]

He served as a machine gunner with the3®&chine Gun
Battalion in the 7% Division. He was honorably discharged May 9
1919 The photograph of him in uniform is shown. If you look
carefully at this photo you will see a chevron on his lower right
sleeve. This indicates that he was wounded. [The Purple Heaat mi
did not exist thenseepagell] On his left sleeve are two chevrons
that indicated he served two smonth sessions outside the U.S.
Hardly visible on his right upper sleeve, but shown in irssatound
patch with crossed guns that indicated he wake infantry and
Private First ClassAlso in inset are the pins from his collar and cag
that indicates he was in Company B of the 306th Machine Gun Battddismilitary and draft registration
records are in the Appendix.




The World War | Diary

In 2002 | received a remarkable discovery fron T3 S ey

Barb Cessna an archivist at the Jamestown NY ' B m g = SRl S KR N
FentonHistorical Center.This was a copy d0- e afw we
page hand written diary from a fellow S R
Jamestown Swede who served withy father, e A Samcoinnty el

Carl Dahlin duringWW1T hi s di ary written by C.E. fAHammyo Har
306" Machine Gun Battalion ,Company B of thé™Division. This is the exact Company that Carl served

in during the war. Insetisac opy of Hammydés hand written introdu
Along withthisdi ary, Ms. Cessna , included a |l etter wit
wonder any of them survived. Tears formed many t

also as you visualizeyourfaghr 6s reactions to these experiences.

For easy reading, | had the hamdritten copy typed with a few repetitive comments removed. | also added
some personal commentary, shown in italics, to underscore some of his comments. Further, | added several
phots t o help reinforce AHammyo6éso comment s. Thi s
illustrations stadon Pagel3.

Following traditionalform, no attempt was made to correct spelling, grammar or punctuation. When one
reads thismanuscriptj t i s i mportant to understand that this
t he Be lidstealjbi$ d yeung soldier putting down his thougimtsprint. Most important, his comments
reflect the society and culture he was brought u
under terrifying circumstances, uses the tern A
|l i ke something from the Bobbsey Twins. A Gosho c
vul garity. However, with AHammyo Gosh could be p

Of further importance, comparing 7K"®Dyi vd astieosn 6o fb oto
Car | Dahlinds military records shows a direct ma

Sincereceiving the diary | have found out more about C.E. Hammerstiatacompiled fromhis Draft
RegistrationCard ,the 1918lamestowmirectory and the Jamestown 192Mse shows the following Carl
Emil Hammerstromborn January 3,189%&gistered fothe Draft June 8917, Born in Jamestown he lived
with his parentshoth born in Sweden, 285 Forest. He worked as a clerk/bookkeeper at the Wataén®@b.
on TaylorSt. that manufactured metal products. Hity 16,1918liary entry sateshe sent postcards to the
fellows atWatsons.

AFTERMATH

The First World War ended at 11AM, November 11, 1918 [THentlr of the 11
day of the 11 month]. The day became known as Armistice D&arl Dahlin
returned from the war like many American soldiers with a victory medal showing {
major battls he was in. Thousands never returned. Carl also returned, like other
American soldiers who had risked the
Safe for Democracy. o0 Within twenty vy
World War Il had begun.

Volumes have been written on WWII with conflicting interpretations how the failu
of the Allies leadership and governments lead to WWII. What is certain is that Ca
Dahlinds ol dest son was back i n dHnrtken 0 ng
Philippines in a new war zone and his only daughter was robbed of the traditional joy of her teenage years
because all the young men were in service.



REFLECTIONS

Car | Dahl i nds psovided deRmecirhpartard indights abdid]fatherin a hand written
February 1987 document he titled: A The Carl

Dah

manuscripunder score his fatherds character bylsat was t

experiences during World War |. Dick said:

i Da

| remember my first furlough during World War Il. Notibg anxious to get back I, requested an extension
because Ma wasck. [She did have a cold] | contacted the Red Cross. They, of course, called back to verify.
Dad answered, never mind that he wanted his son home on leaveilblegepliediSh e 6 s !'filde dii a K
know how to lie. Ma, Of coursesatler t ai nl Il | §mt Si ctkadnyway] éé. To me
shadowlike. He was always there but | did not know or understand him. | was too young and the young do na
see clearly. Yet, | rememberrae things vividly. At a patriotic parade, his hat was off and his hand was over
his heart. He was almericanand you knew it. When the war started it was as natural as breathing that | had t

go. | never considered not serving. Carl Dahlin was my fatiitavas deep within me.

Patriotic fervor is something Carl Dahlin instilled in all his childréhs daughteryVivian, on her 748
birthday, responding to a question regarding
asa teenager, | <carried the American flag in t

November 11 is no longer knovas Armistice
Day; in 1954, Congress changed it to Vetera
Day. Paper poppies, a+tieack to WWI, are
still sold that day to help veterans.

In Flanders field the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

The besknown poem of WWI, written by a
Canadian military Doctor in 1915, is still the
centerpiece of the Vetans of Foreign Wars
[VFW]. Seeadjacentinset

AtaVFWb a n g u e tsopnGadom, | 6 s
receiving his VFW35-yearmembership pin
could still recite, by heart, this poem that he
learned as a young boy. Carl Dahlin would
have been very pleased.

Carl carried the prayerbook shown during
WWL; hisgranddaughter Colleen has it.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,

Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you are failing hands we throw
The torch: be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields

Roger DahlinDecember 2017

t he
he
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The Purple Heart is an American decoratioand the oldest military decoration in the world in present
use and the first American award made available to the common soldier. It was initially created as the
Badge of Military Merit by General George Washington.
Washington isued an order on Aug 7,1782 that any soldier
showing unusuatallantry could wear a cloth purple heart
over his left breast. His directive was lost for 150 years.
However, in 1932 a new medal was issued. This medal, wit
Washingtonos p rerotb any membenochtbe t
armed forces wounded i n war
pin is shown

edal

Because the Purple Heart
was not available during WWI,
Carl Dahlin, like othesoldies
woundedin action, was issued
a chevronto be worn on the
right sleeve A close look of
Carl Dahlin WWI uniform on
page 8 shows this chevron on
his right sleeve A photo of a
typical chevron, always in gold
and worn upside down, is shown.

The other form of recognition was the Presidential Wound Ciedif
issued by President Wilson in 1919. This large document, with President
Wil sonds signature, was printed o
borders and included the veterano
this certificate were issued the Purgheart when it came out in 1932

Carl 6s framed cert i flvingabnofhisung wi
Culbert St. Syracuse NY home. This certificate is long gone; however, a
photo is shown on pag&2The photo shown akeft,n ot Car | 0 s,

. typical document.

Car |l 6s wi f é dife @as alsof
impacted by the Purple Heart. For many years shg
was an active meAuXliary o
of the Military Order of the Purplede ar t 6 §
maintained her membership even after Carl died
and often rode in an open car with other members
during Syracuse parade$he photoshown,
probablyt ak en i n tssleowSrace next
to the AmericanFlag ridingin a parade. Her
M.O.P.HAuxiliary hat is also shown.
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Reduced copy of framed Document

that hung on the living room wall at

Car | Dahlinds Cul bert
he served with honor during WWI and

was wounded in action. See Previous

Page

Pins and Small
compass reflecting

Car | 0 s ipptarrin c
WWI

(O EANR X SO0 RN TS o \ . %
\;;k\i[)\\t”i”ﬂ\uﬂlNT OR
i AND WMhuuqunuu\E

WW!I Victory Medal Front and Back
Indicates that Carl was in all three of the ma
battles that the US participated in that war
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Diary of: C.E. Hammerstrom
306 Machine Gun Battalion (Suicide Squad)
Company B- 77" Division A.E.F

This diary iswritten from the notes | took while in the Service and also from the letters | wrote home.
Nothing is written in detail and | 6ve only writt
while in a hilarious mood, some when the world seemll wrong and others in a revengeful and despondent
mood. The actual things on the war | have not said much about, as war is not a Sunday School Picnic, and v
like it really is, is not a fit subject to write about when you consider the murder, plamdi@trocities that make
war so frightful.

As to the monotonous part of army life there is very little to be said as there is nothing to write about.
That is something you can feel only Army blues is what it is.

FEB 27, 1918.Left Jamestown on trai8 at 7:30 P.M. A large crowd saw us off
We picked up other rookies along the way. Lots of excitement all the way dov
Fireworks and everything. Nobody slept. A couple of big poker and crap gam........§
on board. The whole gang hung out of the windomgs\gelled at every station.
Arrived Jersey City at 8:30 A.M. next morning. | shook hands with a lot of
suburban people who were on their way to N.Y.C. They all wished us good lu}
One old Civil War veteran saidtoeny oung man, your ab
| aughed and Seeaamstowri,NYhNewsbapear Article P&ge

Left train at Jersey City and boarded a ferry boat which took us down tiss
N.Y. harbor, under Brooklyn Bridge and over to Long Island.C&aw all the 2
larger buildings from the water. Some sight.f&l 6 m so exci t e
time to get homesick. Boarded L.I.R.R. train which took us over Long Island.
Gosh what a wild and desolate country after getting a few miles away from N.¥
Nothing but sand and dwarf pines. Sand is white as snow.

We arrived at Camp Upton a 2:30 P.M. after eighteen hours of steady travel and shouting and no slee
At the station they separated us into three equal groups and marched us off. Gdsblistelind green. We
were the only ones in civilian c¢clothes and all t
for the needl e. 0 They ' , :
needle before we even arrived at our barracks. | hg
such a heavy #tease that | could hardly carry it, so
one big husky Swede in our gang helpeesl |

After hiking for twentyminutes,we arrived at our

new home. Co. B. 306 Machine Gun Battalion. Th
other two groups of merpa @
soldiers already i€o. B gave us the once over and & :
AfWatch out for the need@
wanted to know where Js
from N.Y.C. and they seem to be a good bunch.

Had our first meal as soon as we arrived. It
was sauerkraut, two wienerscgliof bread, cup of §
coffee and tapioca boiled. The wieners and bread
were all right but the coffee, the cook said it was
coffee so | guess he ought to know. The tapioca was alright but | could only find
three tapioca kernels in my dish. The rest wasmyhot water. Gosh that meal gave me my first feeling of
homesickness. Theext meal we had army baked beans and they were so dry that it was like eating saw dust.
see where | 6ve got to get hard boi | endtudectdioyeted I Cc
|l 6ve a nice iron cot, straw mattress and two bl a

- wm
— O
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March 1% 1918. Gov. Whitman reviewed the whole camp which is know! |
as the 7% Division. All the 27,000 men are from N.Y.C. except about thre
thousand from up the stafEhe 77" or Liberty Division was keyed to the
Statue of Liberty because it contained so many sons of immigrants. e
—-Drawing is from AHistory of the_ 72 S4g

We havendt received our unifo = &3 . am
with my best suit on. Drilled some this morning. Climate very damp and ’ '
makes my nose run. When standing or marching at attention you canno =
bl ow your nose or move your hand
suit. Yessss.

Went to bed a8:30 P.M. Was yanked out at 10 P.M., marched off | - :
another barracks two miles away S JE o~ d i
get back to our barracks again until after midnight. : 3

March 24 1918. Reveilleat 6 A.M. every morning Sunday included. We B2 @S
are in quarantine. This is done to prevent the spreading of any disease t 24k
we might have brought with wus.

at present.

March 3, 1918. Drilled all day. Changed my socks at night.

March 4 1918. Drilled all day. Close order drill, squads east and west as the gang says instead of squads
right and left.

March 5, 1918. Negro troops measured our
feet for shoes. My civilian shoe size is # 7C
Army size increased to 10 %2 E. Ilook like a
Charlie Chaplin in urfiorm.

March 6, 1918. Got the needle in my left
arm this morning. Sick all day and homesic
Who started this war?

March 8, 1918. Received our first lessons in
semi four and wig way signaling from
Lieutenant Nachazel.

1 et wnnt o C i

©
Vi 28, — Tralulng seddiers at Camp Upton, Yapdank, Loog Island, N. Y

March 9, 1918. My first Sat. morning inspection of equipment. Everything was laid out on our cots in a
military manner. Mine OK.

March 10, 1918. Went to church services in the YMCA. Received another shot in the arm.

March 13, 1918. Drilled in mud. Plenty of bth - drill and mud.

March 14, 1918. Raining all day. Learning working parts of the colt machine gun and operation of same. Ou
of quarantine this evening. Can go any place in camp now. Received a box of eats from home. Everything

O.K.exceptcooke wer e br oken. These boxes of eats from
boiled to army chow and Asl| umo. Slum i s what we
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March 15,1918.0n st abl e pol i ce. | 6m hel pamg fiamialake ma
Theyodére the most stubborn animals in the worl d.

March 16, 1918. Fired my first machine gun. Kind of
scared at first.

March 17, 1918.

March 18, 1918. Went to N.Y.C.over Sat and Sun. Had
lots of fun and saw all the sights. Some city. Slept if 2
St. Y.M.C.A. Sat. night and rode off Bve bus up the
Ave, and Riverside Drive. Hiked thru Wall St. Was at
the Battery in the Aquarium. Saw a show in the evenin|
Reurned to Camp at midnight. Took a few pictures
during the day.

March 24, 1918. Played ball. Tripped on a root and hurt the ligaments in my righL&d up for the rest of
the day.

March 27, 1918. Saw a fight between Ed Anderson and Bill Comfddeclared a draw.

April 3, 1918. Received a telegram from Dad asking if we would be in camp over Sat. and Sun as we expect
go overseas any day. | asked the Captain and sent message home saying yes.

308 I nfantry | eaves outparatlingand rsingrihe digkens. Ofielwewddhinle
theydre going to a picnic instead of war. Il  won

April 6 +7, 1918. Mother, Dad, Lillian and Glady at [ Cruetiuns From Casin Uptos
camp. Oh boy but it seems good to see them agair
showedthem all the sights. Felt pretty blue when
they | eft. Donét know
Gosh I 6ve sure got the
seems all wrong.

April 9, 1918. We have been having various athletic
contests with Co.C. This evag ended up the meet
with a heavy weight boxing match. We won and
Co.C had to treat us to a little feed. It was lots of fuI

April 11, 1918. Two physical examinationsTonight,at mess the captain gave us a little talk and he said we

would startfore er seas tomorr ow. My gosh what shouting &
how | happened to hear the noise. Now for the big adventure.

| hope god will see that | get backmothe Iséke.e go
April 12-13, 1918.Left camp Upton at 4 pm. There was a lump in my throat when | saw the camp disappear
in the distance. We are on N.Y.N. K&H cars so w
is Mertha. His motherdiedtwbay s ago but he wasndédt all owed to g

afternoon. Gee bet he felt blue. But he never shed a tear.

We tried to sleep during the night the best we could by taking out some of the backs in the seats.
Traveled all mght thru a heavy snow storm and arrived at East Boston at Cunard Line Piers at 6:45 A.M. Ther
is a foot of wet snow on the ground. Loaded the ship all morning long. The boat is a small old freighter nam
H.M.S. Karae from England. If I wasHM.(H#aj esty) | woul dndét be guil t\
at 2:30 P.M. Ran into a North Eastern storm after passing Cape Cod. Everyone sea sickightyosee

15



me . |l never thought | coul d f eel Fossappenihadgwoankdlse .
One down and one up. We had fish. | gave it back to the sea. The ocean is alright but let the Navy keep it.
ever get off this shiplive,| 6 | | never want to ride this ocelana ag.
stinking ill smelling hole. We eat on tables with built in benches. After the meal is over we sit and hang arou
on same benches. At night we hang hammogksheadand go to bed, get that, bed.

Sun April 14, 1918. Sea is calm this mornirgfter a stormy night on the sea as well as in the hold of the ship.
Nobody slept much last night. All you could here was moaning, vomiting and cursing@rneonehrew up

on someone else in the hammocks below. There were two layers of hammocks.oToerf i s f ul | ¢
and oh what a smell. Dead fish. Tables benches uniforms and everything just covered. By noon we had the
place all c¢cleaned up. Am feeling fine but Kkind

back to NY. harbor. Just before dark we picked up a hydroplane which was floating on the sea on account of
engine trouble. Slung my hammock and went to sleep.

April 15, 1918. When we awoke thisiorning,we were anchored in N.Y. harbor opposite Fort Hamiltah an

Fort Wadsworth. Spent the day watching ships from all over the world except Germany coming and going. £
ships are camoufl aged. Somef| hi nk
going to a Hall oween Party t ess

Tues April 16, 1918 At 3 P.M. we pulled anchor. Convoy
consists of twelve ships. All lined up in double file with a battle
ship in the lead. Two ammunition laden ships following up far i
the rear. As we left N.Y. a robin was perched high up on the mas
and sat there forlang time before she flew away. That was the first robin | have seen this year.

As land slipped away in the horizon there were tears in my eyes. Good gosh how could | help it. Old
U.S.A., good bye.

April 17, 1918. Very foggy. Can only see two $isi out of the thirteen.
April 18, 1918. Sea rough. Sick all day.
April 19, 1918. as above only worse, especially me.

April 20,1918. Not so rough today so |
very little bit. | t cold and dreary.

April21,1918.St i I I si ck. Candét eat
that has a hard time staying where it belongs.

April 22, 1918. Saw a whale. Big storm. Waves washing complete
over ship. Everybody sick. I
stay on myfinger.

April 23, 1918. Storm worse as well as Everyonewears life belts.
Have to have them on day and night. Our canteen full of water is tig
the belt. Will we ever get across?

April 24, 1918. Storm continuing. No one allowed on deckrféhat we will be washealverboard All sick,
miserable and wet. Waves wash down hatch ways and drench us all.
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April 25, 1918. Storm breaking. Saw a most wonderful sunset. Everything was green and yellow. Henderso
from Buffalo and | had to get rase for our table this noon. | still being sick and the passageway is so hot |
fainted while standing in line. No wonder. Nothing has stayed by me for eight days now. A dish rag looks
spry compared with me.

April 26, 1918. Storm is over. Sea compadively calm. Four British torpedo bo
destroyers have come up and are circling and zig zagging around us. Have b
danger zone for three days now. Sea is full of wreckage of all kinds including
hundreds of crates of oranges. Sighted a submariogedo boat dropped two
depth bombs. Concussion in the water from these bombs so great that | thou X
sure our ship had been torpedoed. . ms t
Feeling a lot better tonight. Have held on to everything today.

April 27, 1918. Sea very calm. Am feeling fine and have an awful appetite.

Looked back of a canvas and saw where all the pies, cakes and tarts were being made for the officers. A wir
guard separated the eats from us. Henderson and | went and got our terseanud when no one was around,

cut a slit in the guard. We had all the pie and the tarts we wanted. Land sighted this afternoon. The gang wi
nearly crazy. We are off the coast of Whales. High cliffs with wonderful colors, mostly orange. Wast up t
Mersey River and anchored at Liverpool at midnight. They have taken our hammocks away. No chance to
sleep. Everyone waiting for daylight.

Sun April 28, 1918. Saw the sun rise in Merry England.
Docked at Great Western R.R docks at 12:30 P.Moattdd
ship and hung around wharfs all afternoon. Ours was the
largest American convoy to land at Liverpool and there wag ,
an immense crowd there to see us. Crowd held back by cg
P»

Biggest cops | ever see, all over six feet. The gang all buy %
somethiry to eat as the mess on board ship was awful. Théd
isnd6t much to buy. I am s |Sg8 : ¥ Lttt
Candt even buy any candy e ‘ : ~¢ bl 2 S S
And the people in U.S are kicking because of the few 5 y ' 3 ‘
restrictions. Good gosh thaught to have a taste of this.

Left Liverpool at 7 P.M. Rode inficlass passenger
coaches. Funny looking cars and the engine looks like a small switch engine. But oh man how they can trav
The whole population of every town we pass is outagenat us when we pass.

England is most beautiful. The U.S. was covered up with snow when we left and when we arrived.
England everything was in bloom. Any piece of land looks good to me now anyways. All houses and most
fields and even railroads haliedges around them. Some parts of the country are level some hilly and even
mountainous with railroads going right thru them.

We stopped at Burmingham and the British Red Cross gave us hot coffee and sandwiches. Went thru
London and arrived at Folksterb A.M.

Mon. April 29, 1918. Folkstone is a high class summer [&g
resort. Stayed in hotels that the government had taken g
Slept on the floor as the place was not furnished. Geo.
Sandberg, Carl Johnson, and | took in all the sights. BoUfi#

some amy candy at a British commissary and then starte
to walk down the ocean drive where all the hotels are.
couple of English asked us for some candy and also

cigarettes. Talked with them a couple of minutes and W= = —_—
on. Our time igoo short to bothewith women Stopped in a small restaurant and had rounders and chips.
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The proprietor said the war would be over before the end of the year. Went roller skating
for a short time in the afternoon. We are the first American troops in this towhendlt give us the once
over. Most all the young women are clad in khaki colored suits. They belongvitotimee dxisiary Army
Corp. The call them Waacs. Air raids have done more damage than reports tell about. No street lights, trair
are dark ad all shades must be drawn at nigenglish Channek full of mine sweepers. They work night and
day. At night they use very strong search lights.

April 30, 1918. Left Folkston at 10:30A.M. by rail and arrived Dover at 12:30P.M. Left Dover at 2:30P.M. on
a small channel boat and arrived in Callais France at &B&@nnelery rough. Was almost seasick. We just
missed a floating mine. Saw a mine sweeper blowmma. Water shot up a hundred feet in the air. The first
thing we saw when we | anded was a British Hospit
for the last two days. The kids are dirty and ragged. They pester the life outfof y@nnies or souvenirs.

Even grab things out of your hands.

May 15t 1918. Slept in British barracks on the floor. Had to clean the place up in the morning. No brooms
available, so every man in the Co, 172 of us, got down on our hands and knsespinthe floor with our

shaving brushes. Excuses do not go in the army. Callais is badly wrecked in places by air raids. Five of us
went to a hotel for supper. Had first taste of French wine. German prison camp as well as Chinese Labor Ca
side by gde. Air bomb dropped amongst Chinese and killed several of them. An Australian gave a Chinaman
hand grenade and told him that it was those Germans that dropped the bomb. The chink threw the grenade
over the fence and the result was that several 8ogfisoners were killed and many wounded. The whole

affair treated as quite a jokélardboiled! call it.

* Boche, Jerry or Hun were derogatory terms used to describe a Germa
soldier.

May 2, 1918. Taking in the sights. Turned in our blue bags. We can buy
Chocolate here but its coarse like sand.

May 3, 1918. Were issued gas masks and helmets. Went thru gas hous}
filled with gas. Capt. gave us a talk this evening. He was very encourag
hesai d we woul dnoét all come back. jott a
May 4, 1918. Left Callais at noon. Hiked two miles to R.R station. My
pack weighs 60Ibs. Rode in box cars and arrived in Audre at 4P.M. Hike
1/2 miles to Monecove. Never was so tiredlinrgy life. A truck followed
us and picked up all those who fell out, fell in. We are in small huts holding
26 men. Sl eep on the floor. We received straw
of the 26 wastouse thestrawd i dnoét wi n. |l 61l have corns on my
The country is beautiful but the farm houses and yards dirty and unsanitary. Can hear guns roar and see
reflection in the sky at night.

All of France is one big war camp. Eyahere .
there are cannons, shells, troops, Jerry prisoners,-chin
men, temporary railroads. Its beyond description. No |
autos except for army use. We are on main road to Yy
about 20 miles from the front. Some traffic. Dispatch
riders shoot past like streak. Convoys of trucks, lorries}
and everything. |l snét s ¢§
expensive Chocolate bars $.20. Small oranges 8¢
apiece Eggs ten centgpiece Wh a thé gse | am
already busted.
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May 5, 1918. Reveilleat5a.m.That 6 s mi dni ght in the God®&d®untorry oa
The French or fAFroggieso as we call them have di
feet high and others with solid wooden wheels about a foot in dianWtezn more than one horse is needed
on a bigload,they always place one horse in front of the other. Sometimes 3 or 4 horses lined up this way.
There are several old fashioned windmills around here. |took and walked up into one. It was very olc
and ready to fall down. Very crude machinery in it. This one was grinding up wheat.
Went to a little Catholic church in Bayenghein with Bowers from N.Y.C. Church built in 1793. Very
guaint furnishings and st at uaédustlookedsontbeebesticodld.ul dn ot
Here we are 20 miles from the front | ine and

May 8, 1918. Have received #303 Vickers machine guns and are drilling twelve hours a day with them. Prett
tred atnightEvery night we are awakened by air raids.
searchlights searching the skies@ermanplanes. One plane was brought down in flames last night.

May 9, 1918. Same as yesterday, including air raid. ThglEh and Froggies make for dugouts as soon as our
raid alarm is given. Us Yanks dondét know enough
take it all in. Last night some of our troops billeted in Watten, 10 miles from here, wedelkilan air bomb.

May 12, 1918. The entire Company hiked four miles to Eperleque and had a shower bath. Each shower had
one hole in the pipe and you could stay just | on
di dndét getnemmrientt bdn water on me. Some bat h.. Wr
In the afternoon Geo. Sandberg and | jumped on a British Lorrie and rode-ta

St. Omer. Gave the town the once over and jumped another lorrie and r¢
back to camp.

May 13, 1918. Machine gun drill from 7a.m. to 7p.m. Air raid at 10:30p.
Bombs shook the whole earth.

May 15, 1918.Very warm. Saw anothderry Plane brought down. Our
gang getting along fairly good with the Tommi&3.a nkial them because
they think we mean itT h e ra&r@nsh girl here who serves us beer and L
wine whodéd be wonderfully good |

May 17, 1918.Regular drill and usual air raid. Geo and | had a little feed at a French house this evening. We
had fried eggs, chips and coffe€.h a all §asi can buy in this country.

May 19, 1918.1 fooled that shower bath. Took a bath in a wash basin in ice cold water. Geo. and | hiked to
Watten. Was in a wine house where some Scotch soldiers were having a little song and dance. More fun thg
circus. Seeing that we were fromthe U.S. Theywe very much surprised that

May 21, 1918. Target practice all day. We have plenty of sleep but no maneyafl gone.

May 22, 1918. Hiked four miles and spent all day maneuvering
with machine guns. Heard a cuckoahe woods.

May 24, 1918.0n 500 yard range. Fired 30 shots and got 25 I
Air raid at night. Theyor e
over with and we realize tha

Ten French planes sailed over camp this morningdane
the loop, nosedive,tailspin and little of everything.




Machine gun practice on top of high hill. Some wonderful scenery from this hill. But andiv@ bn
fresh air and scenery. The gang say&guatting fat. C a nbélieve it of me.

May 25, 1918. On kitchen police. Nobody likes that job back
home, but here we all want it, because we then get all we w
to eat. While unloading bread | accidentally dropped one loa
on purpose. | let it lay in the dirt and Kimberly soon came an
carried it avay when one was not lookindgde had stolen some
jam the day before so now we were sitting pretty. Ate itupt
evening after the officers had left the camp. English rations @
very sl i m. Herebs the chow
Breakast
Oatmeal ( not oat flakes) without sugar salt or milk.
Very delicious?
British hard tack. Its impossible to eat without first
soaking in your coffee.
Coffee. This coffee is ground into powder so there wont be any grounds left over. We drink
thesegrounds and all.
Dinner
Army slum. This is vegetable soup. Plenty of soup but very little meat or vegetables in it.
Hard tack-Tea
Boiled rice without sugar but here and there a date or fig.

Supper

Tea

Marmalade

Cheese

One slice of bread
Now that menu woul dndot be so bad if i1t was only
we never get more than one. Geo. and | have often ate 6 fried eggs, a big plate of chips, coffee and bread
regularly aftereatig supper. This other feed wedd buy in s

make these Froggies understand, but with the little French | know and plenty of gestures. Geo.and | get alon
fair enough.

June 13, 1918We are now in the Vosgééts. in Lorraine and are 50 miles from Switzerland. Detrained at 2
PM. Hiked 12 miles to Meminal Vosges. Slept in pup tent Geo and | went out looking for some fried eggs ar
chips. We never | ook for anyt hieesgoceasienally. dHad aveedirc a
a farm house. We had lots of fun with these people with my French English b{ ==
What we couldnodot say. Well in the H . 2% 7
there that Geo took a liking to. Before we left Gad her name and address.

June 14, 1918Fifty four of us left for Tromboise in motor trucks to attend A
machine gun school with the French Hothchkiss air cooled machine gun. The|y. .
no Tommies here. Nothing but French soldiers and we get along tofjetheWe |-
are receiving U.S. army rations which is more plentiful and better than English

June 16, 1918Regular schooling for this gun is three weeks of learning the
working parts before going out on the range. We had two hours practice this
morning am this afternoon we went out on the range. On my gun Henderson §
the target up pretty bad. Kimberly next knocked one stake down and | next sh WA
completely down. French instructowgres ayi ng fdAmar vel ouso e coul dnot
out how we could handkle gun the way we did and had only seen the gun this morning for the first time.
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June 17, 1918.Still at school. We are the first American soldiers
this town and the French are all giving us the once over so the gz
are doing their best both inilils, appearance and on the gun. Our
old Capt. Who never gives a
could be damn good sol diers
are making quite a hit with the mademoiselles in the village. We
leaving this towrtonight. The Froggies when we came put a large

sign fAAmer. Soldiers Wel comeof\ t
pl aced AGoodbyeo. They al so F
made out of wood and they are shaking hands. This afternoon |

heard a French bandrfthe first time. They are great on bugles a

the buglers spin them before placing them to their mouths.

June 18, 1918.Left Tromboise last night in the motor trucks, went thru Rambersvillers. This town looked
more like an Amer.city than anly 6 se@ yet. We stopped at Baccarate and stayednightin an old French
Barrack four stories high. 82Div. was just leaving as we pulled in. This town is full of Yanks, trucks etc.
Makes you think you was back in Gods Country. Part of town is completetked by German shell fire.

June 19,1918The rest of the company came in about 4 A.
Took in the few sights of the town. Can get real beer here and the gangs tickled to death. On the EBmhglish frc
the beer was all made of chemicals and i1t didnot

This town is about 16 miles back of the front. They say this is a quite front, but the cannonading woke
me and the rest of the gang up last night.

June 20, 1918.Bawled out by th@" leaut for reading the war news instead of feeding the mules. Some life.

Left Baccarate in the evening and arrived Neuf Maison at midnight. Slept in hay mow. It was spooky
hiking up here under camouflaged roads. Everything was pitch dark &ad stdath when all of a sudden
Boommmm! right near by. Every one said Aohhhho.
the sweat poured off my forehead. Gosh [ 611 nev
one. It sounded so spooky.

June 21, 1918 Left this village at night headed for the front. Arrived in French camp call Karvor which is in a
dense woods 2 miles from the front.

June 22, 1918.Took a bath in ice cold wateAlso, | washed my underwear (@s included). This morning |
was helping to teach that part of the Co. that d
Were issued 45 Colt automatic pisto.e 6 getting all setpur infantry is now in the front line. We

are in reserve.
Big barrage at night. The gang all took it calmly even though it was our first experience.

June 23, 1918.0n guard duty. As we are in mountainous countr

the weatheris coldifthestho e s n 6t s hi ne. A our
overcoats while out on the gun. Today it rained and snowed a lit

Half an hour afterwards it thundered. Mountain climate alright.

Wonderful scenery up here. : e th
on top of thigoarticular hill or mountain. Sometimes the clouds arp ==

beneath us. Wonder ful scenerp ever
June 24, 1918.0ccasional artillery fire all day. Plenty of German

planes. Anti air craft after them. Cherries areripe. TheyaeliCal i f or ni a cherri es.
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June 25, 1918.Moved up into the front lines. All troop movements at night. Plenty of excitement and
fireworks. Nocausalities My gun is right next to a Frenchman

June 28, 1918.We are near a safl village called Pexonne which
is a mile and a half back of the lines. Very old, some houses bj;,
in 1667 and 1717. A few civilians still living here in spite of the
war. Town pretty well battered up. Pigs, oxen, cows, horses al
people in wooden sfes all mingle together. In some cases a ha
and an oxen hitched together on the same wagons. My gun is &
in cemetery. Things are very dead around here as well as spo
at night. :

July 4, 1918. Received dope that Jerry was to raid our trenches TR ey S A
July morning. He did but he never reached out trenches as our S.0.S rocket started our artlllery barrage anc
opened up on them with rifles and machine guns, so the Jerrys that were left turned and fled. Gosh but | was
excited. Never got scratched.

July 5, 1918. | am now gunner on'Bsquad gun. | do nothing but shoot, take care of the gun and carry it.
Believe me thatds enough. This machine gun busi
not knowing whsn youodoll get you

July 9, 1918. Relief came up tonight. Arrived at camp Karvor at 1:30 A.M.

July 10, 1918.Pay day. Left here for rest area at 8:15 P.M. Arrived Clairupt at 1:30 A.M. My homeisina
hay loft. There is pigs underneath us and they smell @Betigg.

July 11, 1918. Machine gun drill in the morning. Took a swim in a creek nearby in the afternoon. Geo and |
hiked to Bertichamp in the evening and heard™@&ntry band concert. They played in an old factory that

the Salvation army haaken over and made into quite a recreation place. After listening to the band awhile the
gang kind of got restless so they shoved all the benches aside and started a dance by ourselves. Some evel
grabbed the old French women and swing them around thre f@ome comical dances. The Froggies seemed
to enjoy it as much as we.

July 12, 1918. Machine gun drill. Another band concert in the evening. Heard Elsie Janis from N.Y.C. sing.
The gang almost went crazy as most of them are from N.Y.C.*
Sergearst, MeHargue and Goldsteine madél2euts.

* This truly had to be a very big thing particularly for the boys fro F
NYC. Elsie Janis was probably the most celebrated female celebrity of \

WWI. She was a musical comedy star from NYC whose Engi@h a
fiancé was killed on the Western front early in 1918. She was waman
show with boundless energy, who working without pay or the benefit of
microphones, sang songs, did impersonations, turned cartwheels and
danced. Initially, she was restrictedttaining camps, but General
Pershing, seeing her value as a morale booster provided her a
camouflaged Cadillac and a pass to travel wherever she chose. She ¢
to entertain troops in the combat area and to be as close to the front a
could. Shejusty earned the titleo Swee

AEF.

July 13, 1918.Hand grenade practice. Believe me | got rid of mine in
hurry and threw them as far as | could. They explode six secon|
after pulling out the fuse pin.
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July 14, 1918.Took it easy all dayWent swimming in the afternoon. i
The old French couple that own the place where we are staying argsis y '\:'VNB‘B“:;}?'

very sociable. Kimberly and I have the old lady make her French salad arff . A\ -

chips for us. Great stuff and the price for once is reasonable. That igfor -

here.

S
o=
<

'1 N
a'h‘f-j- ;'

July 15, 1918. Machine gun target and pistol practice. Very hot. Went C \‘\_
swimming in the afternoon. Also washed my clothes. Heard band conce V| ol ‘
the evening. Oh this is a lovely war just at present.

July 16, 1918.Received a pass and went to Baccarate. Took in the few
sights. Bought a lot of Frenchademoisellepostcards and sent them to the
various fellows in the office at Watsons. Lost my ring. It was the only thi
had from home.

July 19, 1918. Machine gun practice in the morning. Went swimming in the afternoon. Nick Hiemeng from
Utica, N.Y. drowned. We worked over him for 4 hours but failed. He is the first to die in our company since
arriving in France. They sewed a blanket around his badyplaced it in the barn. Had guard in barn so rats
would not get after it. | was on the guard from one to three A.M. Not very pleasant.

July 20, 1918.

Funeral of Hiemeng at Bertichamp in church yard.

Left at 8:30 P.M.for the trenches. | sambg bye to the old couple here
and told them we were going back to the trenches again. She cried when |
good bye as her only son had been killed in the trenches. Kim and | hated t
leave them as they had been very good to us.

While on the marchhie gang kidded one another about going to their o
funeral . That s the first signs
good soldier and a good fighter are two different things. Arrived trenches at
A.M. Raining and cold and miserabl8uilt a lean to, to shelter us as much as
possible.

har d

July 22, 1918. Our kitchen is 1.5 miles from here. Our mess detail got lost in the woods for over five hours |
and some others had to go out and find them. These N.Y.C. boys are always @gttimthe woods.

July 23, 1918.F u | | mo o n . l'tés al most as |l ight as day.
ammunition dump in an old church and exploded it. Some noise.

July 25, 1918 Heavy barrage came over from 1 to 2 A.Mvas on the gun at the time. The sergeant sent all

the men to the dug outs and left me on the gun all alone. | never got scratched. Whew, it was some relieve
when the barrage Iifted. The gang 2t he
sure | had beekilled.

July 26, 1918 Day clear. Four German observation balloons watching our
front. Sergeant Holmes transferred to another Div. (was later killed in action

July 27, 1918 Peace rumors going around. Forget it. Quiet on the front. =

July 30, 1918. Lucky Swede again. My gun smashed by shrapnel from air bomb during air raid. Never touche:
me. Gus Weber who was with me badly wounded in the right arm.

23



July 31, 1918 We turned in our overcoats. Pretty chilly at nights without them.
Aug. 1-2,1918 Usual trench duty. Front quite. No causal i

Aug. 3, 1918 | was sent back to camp Karror to guard a machine gun Co. from‘tivgifon Ohio NY.
They are to relive us. Relief was a risky busineggeially in the daytime as Jerry had three observation
balloons in front of us. We took it slowly and not a shot was fired. Jerry was sleeping on the job that time.

Aug. 5, 1918 While | was sleeping, someone accidentally discharged his pistdbulleewent thru the
building and lodged in the heel of an extra pair of shoes, which were about two feet from my head. Lucky age
for me.

Aug.9, 1918. We played ball against Co. C. and were defeated Geo and | bought our mess kit full of homema
whitec heese. Best | O0ve ever tasted.

Aug. 10, 1918 Part of Co. left on truck. No one knows their destlnatlon We left St. Slmlon at 8 P.M. Our rolls
were put on the limbers. That makes our pack weigh on{- " AL
or 7 Ibs. we passed many dead horses on our way. af\ e ; g AR

Aug 12, 1918 Have to sit on side of road for an hour at §
time to let trucks go by. Thousands of them in line.
Had breakfast in Chateau Thierry. Town not so

froggies but t heiythenseldes dthef]
Hums took everything with them on their retreat. Campeflas:
in grove a night. Three mules and one horse killed by hgt =
grenade that on of the mules stepped on. —

Aug. 13, 1918 Broke camp at 4 A.M. passed thru Belleau Woods and Fere Taxd8tapped for mess at
Chery stoppedvernightand slept in woods where Yanks had ammunition dump. Jerry planes bombed all

around us but didnét hit the dump. Had us scared
road this afternoowe could see the shells breaking way ahead. This is a very active front, so active that the
ground trembles perhaps itdéds my knees. Canoét t el

Aug. 14, 1918 Heard that our gang that left
in motor truck are up head of us and the
some of them had been wmded. Hung
around in the woods all day and climbing
trees to see the bombardment up ahead. A
wonder ful sight (if
Broke camp at 6.30 P.M. and headed for thf
hell up ahead. Met the rest of the Co. in a
small chalk quarry. Bad shellirgf roads on
the way up. The M.Ps hustled us right along
and made us keep close to a bank on the 4
hand side of the road. A piece of shrapnel
ripped thru my coat sleeve but never touched me. Pretty close. Carried ammunition toward the front lines unc
intense shellfire and gas shells thru the villages of St. Martin and Villa Savoge. Nearly one hundred of our
company gassed at St. Martin. The rest of wus tha
it. The swamp around the Vesle Riveas filled with gas and we never would have been able to run thru the
barrage so we had to go back to the chalk quarry. God what a night and what hadqalayed
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Aug. 15, 1918 Dug hole in bank and cr awl dshape.Mhegaswenstd a
my stomach and am vomiting and spitting blood all day. My lungs feel raw, like a piece of beefsteak. The gas
affected the eyes of most of the gang.* They took 10 of them away as they were totally blind. They will recove
their sigh in time. Awful shelling all day.

* Troops exposed to exploding gas shells were evacuated in long lines. Like blind men they walked with their
hands upon the shoulder of the man ahead, coughing and vomiting and their eyes sticking shut.

Aug. 16, 1918 Heaving shelling all day. OCanttaircraftd ut y wi t h my machine gun.
shoot as the Jerryodos flew to high. A thousand fe
mistook a French plane for a Jerry and started to shibetFrench aviator threw out a parachute with a French
flag attached.

At dusk our captain gave us a little talk. He said
part of the Co. was going there this time and we had to
hold that position and could not retreat. He also said sg
of us would not ome back. | was one of the gang pickeg
to go. Wow. Before we went we all gave to one of the

gang that wasnot going u . 0O s
we didndt return. 't seer ter
seemed to ease my mind and that now everythemgail

right, even if | didnot f s
in the face.

We made a dash for the lines when there was
somewhat of a lull in the shelling. Had to wear our gas &
masks while going thru the swamp near Vesle River.
Pitch dark, fell and simbled into shell holes filled with water, over logs and dead Amer and German soldiers.
Webd run a few yards and then duck while a burst
some hell hole. Our dest i neaOurguide wasawounded bnrthe way insome w
had to find the cut ourselves. Waded waist deep thru part of the Vesle River as the bridge was down. Placed
machine gun on top of bank and watched and waited for Germans until morning. We could here them walkin
and driving posts for barb wire. Railroad track is all wrecked. Boche and American soldiers laying dead on th
tracks. They have |l aid there for a |l ong time and
even eat a slice of bread dugithe day. Have to wait until dark.

Aug. 18, 1918.The day passed quietly. | can see
fairly good today. The gas affected my eyes while
coming in here. This b
good from bullets and shells. Our machine gun is il

all day so we canot be

Aug. 19, 1918 Jerryods shot
last night followed by a rollingparrage. *t came up
to within fifty feet of my gun before it stopped. We
had heavy causalitieBlever touched me. We
captured one Jerry. He
wondered into our lines. He was nothing but a kid. He asked for something to eat the very flrst thing.

* Rolling barrage also known as a creeping barrage is an artillery bombantithat advances at timed

intervals so that the infantry advancing behind it would not be hit. A box barrage is artillery bombardment in a
fixed area
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Aug. 20, 1918 Day very quiet so we buried all dead
American and German soldiers. They were buried in
between the R.R. ties. The bodies were so badly
decomposed that they fell apart when we picked the
body up. One dead Ger ma
gang with the shovel scooped it up and threw it in thé
hole thatods being hadeattb
callouslyotherwise every one of us would go raving
mad.

Aug 21, 1918 Heavy atrtillery firing all day. Were
relieved at 9:30 pm by Co. C. during heavy barrage. e ===
midnight the Boche came over killing 5 men and wounding 17 of the Co. C. the Bsethedwily. The five
Americans killed were on the gun | had left just 2 %2 hours before. Lucky again for me.

Sept. 10, 1918 Sol dier from Buffalo wounded. l 6m afrai
time. Lucky again for me.

Sept.11,1918.0ut on gun at night . Raining all day and r

Sept. 14, 1918 Driving ahead again. Atrtillery fire for last few days has been deafening. Sounds like the echo
roars from the thunder on Chaut Lakine continuous roar all the time. Our entire battalion started machine
gun barrage at 4:45 A.M. fifteen minutes afté
artillery barrage began. Jerry sent all kinds ¢
rockets up. Wonderful sight yet awful in
itself. We kept our barrage up until 4 P.M. |
shot over 10,000 bullets. That must have hit
few Boche. 1 6m al mo »
my head aches so | can hardly see. | wondeg
how those Jerries are. Charlie Johnson and ”‘
were lucky this afternoon. Four shells hit fifty¥s
feet ahead of us but all gfem were duds.

Sept. 15, 1918 Fairly quite today. We made our objective yesterday but had to fall back on our original line as
the French on our left did not make theirs. This made an exposed flank for us in which the Germans could ha
come thru.

In the evening we were relieved by tH&lglian division. | went out to show them my gun position and
while | was gone some of them stole my pack. They took everything except my blanket. We carried our
machine guns for three miles before we reached outgus. Hiked all night and until 11 A.M. next morning.

Sept 16, 1918Two Jerry planes were after one of our observation balloons. And while our anti aircraft were
firing at them a third Jerry plane swooped down out of the clouds where we had begmahiigent a few
incendiary bullets in our balloon and blew it up. All three planes got away.

Gosh but i f feels good to get back far enough
awful. We had one man shell shocked.

Sept. 17 + 18, 1918Had our first taste of gold fish (salmon). Everyone that got a chance swiped a can or two.
Had inspection and a change of underwear. The first since the first week in August. Broke camp in the wood:
and jumped on French trucks started at 7 P.M. and radaaously without a stop thru Ehermay, Ehalons it to
Villa in Argonne where we arrived at 11A.M. 15 hours of truck ridintpout getting off once. We were so

packed in and cramped up that we could hardly get off the truck.
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Sept. 19, 1918 Resting todayHad orders to pull out at 9 P.M. Orders changed so we went to bed. Routed out
at 1 A.M. rolled our packs again and started for the Argonne Forest. Same old dizzy army.

Sept. 20, 1918 Hiked until 8 A.M. this morning. Pitched our pup tents in an oldamthCold and dreary. It
makes me homesick. We are 35 miles back of the front lines but we must keep under cover as a surprise
offensive is planned. Jerries are not supposed to know that any Yanks are on this front.

Sept. 21, 1918 Broke camp at 7 P.Mind hiked all night. Arrived French camp near Florent. We passed thru
St. Menehold. Saw a wonderful French cemetery for her soldiers.

Sept. 22, 1918 .Slept during most of the day. | stood in line for two \'r—' -
hours to get a cup of cocoa off the Red Crossd HImost reached the .',
desired goal when all the cocoa was gone. All out of luck. Started hi
at night. Arrived French dugouts in Argonne forest at midnight slept d
the wet duckboards in tltigout Water oozing out of the walls.
*Robert Zieglerinhib ook A Americabds Grea
that the Red Cross came under considerable criticism during WWI,
whereas, it seems there was only admiration for the Salvation Army
which passed out coffee and doughnuts close to the front. Carl Dahlin, witbrranentioned the Red Cross
charged the troops for coffee and doughnuts, while with the Salvation Army they were free. His lifelong suppc
for the Salvation Army was acknowledged by Grace Dahlin and passed to their children.

Sept. 23, 1918Left thesedug outs and took up machine gun positio
just back of the front |ine t rigj
wires from the dugouts to the machine gun to find our way.

Sept. 24,1918 Yakkanko donét know hi
shrapnel. Slepdn the floor in thelugout Had a loaf of bread for a

pillow. Woke up when a big rat had his hind legs on my forehead
eating the bread. Slept the rest of the night without a pillow. | neve
seen so many rats and theya@re
Gosh what a hole and honiats stayed with the Germans as well

Sept. 26, 1918 Big Argonne barrage started
at 4 A.M.* The ground just shook. Down in
our dugout the dirt was caving. At 6 A.M.
We began our advance in a dense fog. We
c oul dn @ tithlow éopghboys, as we
had to carry our heavy guns. Many

night in a Jerry trench. Best trenches and
dugouts | 6ve seen Yye
numerous.

* The History of the 77 ttDivision Page
139 states that their Argonne Forest -
offensive began September 26, 1918 and continued through OctobEs1I®180ver 3000 field pieces blazed
away at the German lines with more shells than all the cannon fired by the Union Army during the Civil War.
Some 200,000 American soldiers waited on the line, which was 25 miles wide.

** This area had been in German handsforfgue ar s and t he Ger mands had de
underground dugouts and concrete bunkers. Breaking into some of these hurriedly deserted bunkers, the
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astonished Americans found bathtubs with hot and cold running water, paneled libraries, and cluatiouse
pianos, bowling alleys and billiard tables. The
locate machine gun nests on commanding heights, build concrete fighting posts and litter the whole area witt
booby traps.

Sept. 27, 1928, Still advancing. ltos an awful job as t|
all were receiving now.
* The Argonne Forest was laced with steep twisting terrain, tangled trees and thorny underbrush.

Sept 28, 1918 Ration detail Ist. | and some others were|&=
sent out to find them. We found them but three of the fi
had been killed. The other two were badly wounded. T
rations with us after doing what we could for the

wounded. We arrived up on the lines we found out that
compaty had gone thru some hard fighting as the Bochg
had surrounded them in the think underbrush. We divid

up the eats which was al || d,
all we had to eat so eat e s boi
can eat anything. While in a treh a doughboy sheared aj# S

rat with his bayonet. Put the gun over his shoulder and
with the rat dangling on the bayonet with the bl
conqguering hero. o0 The rest of the [

Sept. 29, 1918still advancing. Cutting and shooting ourselves thru the underbrush. We advanced thru Kilos.

Sl ept in Jerry dugout s. Havendt seen a newspaper
This woods is as hilly as between Warrand Sheffield. It is 15 miles wide and 42 miles long. Plenty of room
to get | ost. Therebébs not even a bird here. Nothi
night in Jerry dugouts and tonight god only knows where ill sleepg$hare getting rougher as Jerry is making

a determined stand. ltés also raining making thi
of f 16ve got to hold it down with a 4 it
afternoonandlcout ed 106 cooties*. We have pl i wat
* AiCootiesdo was the name used for | nse

offensive it rained 40 of those days.

Sept. 30, 1918 Same as yesterday except were gettingratl thut
and we canbét move so fast. Go S
and hungry wuntil l ately. | wor 2§ er
never want to see another if | do. The gang are all getting thin and ' v

about har db o ier & dhough they rhdamyscandcience ¥
left. They even laugh at death now. Saw a doughboy laugh when H A o

pulled his bayonet out of a Ge ‘f._';.,:»f}'; nT
gi vedem hell 6 another dougth)ﬂ- T Hies o ||
sentimentsDrawi ng is from ®HBigtsergnofli. " 2

Oct. 4, 1918 Still advancing. Our company is growing smaller every s«
day, killed and wounded. Corp. Hurrell killed today. Some are so ti
and all in from |l ack of food
exhausted. No t e : Car | Dahlinds mil.
wounded during the Battle of the Argonne on October 4, 1918




Oct. 5, 1918 Norman died from pneumonia. Jerry has stopped us and
surrounded about eight hundred of our troops including D. {1bed306 M.G.

Bm. (lost Battalion). We had orders today that 0O g°¢
on gun all T ast night. Dondt know | ot s
got . Dondt care. Two of their gung3 bt he
onthemand thatos all that necessary. n my
hurt me at all except stung my fi o g
had anything to eat for over a day and half now. Aero planes dropped
ammunition, food, and chocolaterbaThey were meant for the lost battalion b
they fell within Jerryds lines. JdB g a
our artillery is so far back that § ' : § had
| t 6s Tehvef UilL.ost Bat t aéldbratedincident.Seegpadh i (i ,,,w.,.,",%f.'.,,.,_m :

- & FLETCHER PRATTY
Oct. 9, 1918 Went over with the infantry and got caught for a while in the ba} o o ombeioaly
wir e. Lucky again as | didnodt get E bun

some ground but had to fall back on our original lineasswed n 6t have enough men t

Oct. 10,1918 Hur r ah. We broke thru Jer r y OlLostBattation.syousougtt r e
to have seen the poor devils. Their eyes bulged out like on an insane person. They hobbled along on sticks
because of wounds or all in. Gosh what a sight. None of them have had a shave in over a week, dirty and
muddy. They look worse than Bolsheviks, poor devils. | know we done our best to rescue them. As many mel
were killed trying to get them out as were in tiost Battalion. If some of thoséandshakeback home could

only see the gang. Our gun carts came up and they carried our guns as Jerry had retreated in the woods that
Boche had erected to commemorate the capture of thenAedgrest in 1915. Hedidnt have t i me
with him when we chased him out.

Oct 11, 1918 Havendt had anythingpr S —————— 4ays
piece of cheese | picked out B N

him over. Long hike all day chasing Jerry. About dusk | foaind
hard tack biscuit in the road. | scrapped off all the mud | could a , 2
divided it up with Kim. Gosh it tasted like chicken. Slept on groufi® ace.

in the open. Nextnorning,we were all covered with frost. N

Oct. 15, 1918 Poulides, Foster, French Hamilton anddam
killed. | was half buried by the shell that killed Poulides and
Hamilton. | was all shattered with blood. They were sitting on
ammunition boxes when killed. We had to pick them up so we [
could get the ammunition. Ha &S
God what a sight!. X

We placed our gun on top of trench and fired for two houEs=== :
Boche machingunnergeturned our fire. | saw some of them and I think | got them In the afternoon Chas.
Johnson, Pat McGarty, Dimoli, Gorman, Kennedy and myself were wdundel donét know ho
doughboys were killed and wounded. ltdéds an awful
and the silent dead, some all mangled. And this is patriotism. What a piece.

I am only slightly wounded. Receivedpiece of shrapnel in my right arm and left side. Only flesh
wounds. | went to the first aide and received some bandages. The first aid man wrote out a tag for me and
pinned it on my coat. McGarty, Chas, and | started to hike it back the best we could.

Left everything except my gas mask and pistol . |
almost out of ammunition. | had only 24 bullets left in my gun. | could hardly walk as | was dizzy from the
concussion of those exploding shells andside was quite painful. We hiked for about 2 miles until we run
across a Ford ambulance. In this we rode for about 45 minutes. Then we got off and went into a first aid
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dressing station. Here they gave me a shot of anti something in the stomach tolpckjem. Gosh they put

more dope into my stomach than | had to eat that day. This was about 6 P.M. ARhpt/ve¢ rode on a large
ambulance that held 8 of us and we rode for another30 minutes. Went into another dressing station that was
churdh. Each and every dressing station they pinned a tag on me giving my name etc. in this church | receive
cup of coffee and a slice of bread. This was the first coffee | have had in over a week. Gosh being so tired, cc
all in and nervous from all thahelling that cup
coffee was the best that could have been given
Never tasted anything so good even though the
coffee had neither sugar or milk in it.

At this church they looked me over
thoroughly. They kind of thought one of my ribs
were broken butsathe bruise had swollen so muc
it was hard to tell. | sat here for two hours before
started for an evacuation hospital in another truck
Gosh those two hours seemed to me the most res
two hourdés | ever spen
feeling from conng out of that hell and then into aj = = =
place where you know there wasnot any danger . I
was just like having an awful toothache all day and then in a flash it stops you know that glorious feeling sittir
here was a sad sight though as the wounded were ln@nght in by the score. Some practically half shot to
pieces and others not so bad. Except for an occasional moan everything was still. The gang even to tired to t

Well Charlie, Mcgarty and | finally were told to get on another ambulance. In ¢hisde for over forty
miles. Towards the end of ojaurney,we heard a train whistle. Ten of us were in this ambulance and every one
gave a shout of joy when they heard that whistle. We knew we were back in
civilization again and if you only knew what thaeant to us. We stopped at a fiel
hospital and we received another cup of coffee and bread with Welsh Grapela
it. Well as soon as we were theating,we were shoved on another truck and rods,

Oct. 20, 1918 From the time | came here it has been six months that | saw an
heard an American woman speak. The first, a couple of nurses were outside a
when | heardhem,| st opped to | isten and | t
recognize what it was. Theindawned on me that they were American women
talking and it tickled me. Gosh it
now compared with what it used to do.

Last night | took in the Red Cro
fill ed with patients and it sure was a strange and odd looking audience. We allj}
in hospital style dress suitgajamas and a robe if you had one. Some had an ar
blanket thrown over their shoulders. The majority had some visible bandage on their aonfoeadBut what
a jolly gang. We havendédt seen a movie for over e
somet hing good, and when the final scene showed
next to him and huggeadhd tried to kiss him or slapped him across the back. And this is the gang the Boche ar
afraid of. Why you wouldndot think that they coul

Oct. 22, 1918 Feeling better every day. Sent home a coupon soliésedould send me a Christmas box. Was
bawled out by the nurse for not making my bed up
Weather cold and damp. We all wait with great excitement for the daily Paris edition of the N.Y. Heradd for th
| atest dope on the war. Then we get together aro
over three mont hs <$Sosomweofthegyang godid to therRed CGrossraredyget cigarettes anc
then we play poker or black jackrfoigarettes.

Nov. 8, 1918.These colored boys saw a Jerry plane yesterday and how excited they were. We can hear the
guns roar from here.
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The three of us stole various things from the different kitchens here and that chef made some flap jacks for L
Most wonderful pancakes | ever tasted. We had to scrape the rust off an old stove before we could make the

Nov. 9, 1918.Boarded narrow gauge railroad train. Sat on open car full of bread. No cover over the bread anc
pl enty of rai nrthefightkgtoaps.i t. That ds f o
Slept at night in a building where the Boche had made their duck boards for the trenches.

Nov. 10, 1918 Nothing to eat yesterday and today except that water soaked bread and a large can of conder
milk that | drank right downl. have no such thing as a delicate sense of taste.

Started off again this morning and went as far as Grand Pre. Many refugees waiting to be taken back
the narrow gauge. From here | rode on an army truck. Every one expecting an Armistice. Rodeuniltruck
about 9:30 P.M. Slept in an empty house.

Nov. 11, 1918.Rode truck until 9 A.M. to Harracourt. Here | saw Div. Hdgters bulletin board saying armistice
would be signed at 11 A. M. Little kids nwedr g trhuen m
over).

From here | hiked to Raucount a distance of about two miles. Herg
reported at our Co. hdgters got a cup coffee and slice of bread and start
for the Co. which was up on the lines at Remilly. Sedan was just across
hill about a mile away. | gave the gang the official dope that the Armistict
would be signed at 11 A.M. as | told them | had personally seen the bull¢
board.Well, the gang was sure tickled, no, they were thankful not a one
yelled. It meant to much for them b hilarious about it. The best way to
describe their feelings is to closely look at the expressions on the faces
picture. [ donot know how | Nateo k | / : I
AHammyo added this plcturoaeherpscrumeba K .
Because it was received as a Xerox copy its quality was poor and has b " o ‘ '
reduced hereé It is very interesps

to note that a common photo from the WWI National Archives, such as the one shown |Inﬂwsqbysand
celebration

We kept right
on firing until about
10:30 A.M. In the
afternoon we hiked
back to an old shell
torn village. Just
before leaving the 8. |
lines we could hear a \;? ?
German band over inf§
Sedan playing the
Star Spangled
Banner. No comment
made on this except ¢
few cured the Germans for playing our national song.
They thought it was an insult.

In this old village we made a fire and talked of home. No shouting or hilarity at all. In the evening both
the Yanks and Boche shot off signal rockets, star shells etc. Juse fion of it. Gee it seemed funny to see
those signal rockets and know what they mean and
sorrowful one too, as we took a count of how many of the old gang that were left of the 172 menGhatpeft
Upton we now had only 67 left. The others had been killed or wounded or sick. In the evening our kitchen car
up and we had a hot meal.
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Looking over the five months that wedbdve been
to tell aboutit. How well | remember what that old Civil War veteran told me.

Rumors flying thick and heavy that well be home for Christhast we dondét know w
mother to be sure to have coffee pot on the stove all set for me anytime.

Nov.12,1918L eft Raucourt and we passed in review of t
flag since |l eaving goddés country. We donét fight

Nov. 14, 1918After a 9mile hike we reached Stonne last night. iAllWe are leaving in an old church and
sleeping on the stone floor. With us are about ten war refugees. As | said before, the war was over. | thought
that the gang would all go to pieces after the excitement of war was past. Well so they have. Practically

everyone is sick. We al/l have kidney trouble. Th
al |l have a cold and cough and cough. One woul d t
itoll be a hun dhegahg isnn o eonditionkieemakerit rigmtaowe

The Company were al/l paid today except me, as

After getting paid there was a big crap game on the alter under the Virgin Mary statue. The priestoaime in
he prayed to the Virgin while under his feet and in front of him was real Amer. Army crap game going on. No
one even noticed the priest.

Nov. 20,1918 We 6ve been here for a week now resting uj
civilization. Yesterday | helped on old lady dig up a box she had buried in the stable when the war broke out.
the box was a lot of old laces and dresses all hand made.

We left Stonne today and hiked 18 kilometers to Buzanzy. A kilometer is 5/8 of a mile. Hagpkogce
to sleep. We used the bunks that the Boche had made for themselves. This town is about as large as Warrer
stores are empty. Not a soul in the place except us troops. None of the buildings have been wrecked.

Christmas
Dec. 25, 1918 No snow on the ground but plenty of water. At
home wedd call it a green Ch
Christmas and some of the ga
and right they are. In the evening the rain turned to snow. The 1
snowof the season.

Had a Battalion review this morning and athletic meet
bet ween the four companies.
Upton our Co. always won but all our athletes our not with us
anymore Thereb6s been a war ovVver

Out of our Cofund we had quite a Christmas dinner. Rog
pork, mashed potatoes, turnips, tomato soup, bread and butter
cof fee and apple dumpling. D
chow it was quite tasty.

From the Y.M.C.A. we each received two bars of
chocolag, package of cookies, one cigar and two packages of
camel cigarettes. From the K.C. we received one carton of
cigarettes for the whole Co. and when divided up we each rece |
three cigarettes. : -

Ign the barn where our kit YOUI'GI“TOT“QN@IIO“ a
tree. We havendét any fine tibko—e= oo —ooe . W e
up to beat the band. The decorations are very unusual as well as unique. On the top of the tree we stuck a bi
Spanish onion. Then we hung small cakes of soap, bags of bull Durham t@vatcans of corn, tomatoes and
corn willy. These cans with different colored labels are very plgditiie bits of cotton on it here and there.
Everything but candles. Wedd have candles but we
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Dec. 65,1918 France | ooks beauti ful this morning. I t 6 s
Because of the extra eats aweet stuffy e st erday, | 6m not a very bi.

New Year s Eve.
Dec. 31, 1918This evening Miss Dunderdale and Miss Hiltotom Jamestown dropped into see us. They are
with the Y.M.C.A.
Being New Year6s Eve these N.Y.C. gang have t
snare drum and bass drum and with some real champagne. They woke up all these sleepyapeadaight.

Jan. 3, 1919 This is my birthday. | believe the entire A.E.F. is celebrating tt
event . | 6m cel ebrating by eating c
The box contained a handkerchief which | needed as | only had one. kast c
sugared dates, a pair of mittens that my mother knitted, safety razor blades,
chocolates, cigars, a two dollar bill, a picture of Glady and a couple package
gum. | ate about 1/3 of the fruit cake while sitting on my bunk last night getti
ready b take off my shoes and go to bed. For some reason | woke up quite «
during the night and then | had to have a bite of fruit cékall, when | got up
this morning it was all gone.

Jan. 12, 1919.My Christmas box is all memories now. We have hadugpleoof
days of sunshine this last week. Weather continues unusual warm. Was run
around in my shirt sleeves at noon yesterday.

Last night wehad dlittle Co. show it was some moving picture from a Y.M.C.A. outfit.

The men in this Co. are fromallew Godés country and we often g
things to home, so | know more about the U.S. now than | even did. Some are gold miners from Calif., cowbc
from Mont. Moon shiners from Kentucky, gunmen from N.Y.C., farmers from th&&@astates and sugar and
cotton growers from the south. Everything except a fisherman and that must be me.

March 12, 1919 The colonel told us wgésdharao o baotter
home. Il f so I dondét think 611 d se

Farmers all doingheir spring plowing.

Inspections almost every day.

|l 6m stenciling the Statue of I o
baggage. Wedre getting all set spr
country.
March 20,1919 |1t doesnodot rtdid ©nlydonabouefiveadays ontuottie weaek now.

The | atest dope about going home is in April,

anxious to get out of France before they start another war. Gosh but its long waiting for our sailing orders. Th

gangs getting very domptlzeir bitand how th&yhwvant to godagmet hey 6 v e
AnOh 1 tds home again, and home aga:

America for me!
I want a ship thatodés westward bound to
To the blessed Land of Room Enough
Beyond the ocean bars,
Where the air is full of sunshina@the

Flag is full of stars. o
The above poem | cut out of an Army paper and it expresses all our sentiments.
Webre stildl receiving our usual army food of

papered their hoensasissurewodld hage imade fine wall papeopadteh Gosh we had an
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